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Between 1869 and 1875, Paris was known to the world as "the new Babylon." A city obsessed with sex and
money and ruled by the ailing tyrant Louis Napoleon and his ruthless wife Eugenie, Paris was a place of
intensity, violence and volatility. Tracing Europe's most glittering capital as it tettered on the verge of the
Franco-Prussian War and the horror that ensued, Christiansen evokes one of the most dramatic periods of
modern history. photos.
He has an ear for the telling anecdote and so the stories included in the text are colorful and vivid. ParisBabylon is aptly titled and is perhaps the most readable account of the end of the Second Empire I have yet
come across.
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money and ruled by the ailing tyrant Louis Napoleon and his ruthless wife Eugenie, Paris was a place of
intensity, violence and volatility. Tracing Europe’s most glittering capital as it tettered on the verge of the
Franco-Prussian War and the horror that ensued, Christiansen evokes one of the most dramatic periods of
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This engrossing history of the French capital during the 1870s by Somerset Maugham Prize-winner Christiansen
(Romantic Affinities) begins by reprinting an 1869 travel guide to ``gay and beautiful Pari
March 15, 1995, Page 00018 Buy Reprints The New York Times Archives. PARIS BABYLON The Story of
the Paris Commune By Rupert Christiansen Illustrated. 435 pages.
An engrossing account of Paris under Napoleon III, from the palaces and opera houses to the barricades and
cafÇs. Christiansen (Romantic Affinities, 1988) has crafted a sensitive portrait of Paris, seen by many as a
modern Babylon of sex and sin, and by others as a contemporary Jerusalem alive with a spirit of innovation.
The Paris Commune was formed on the heels of an armistice signed between the Third Republic of France and
the Prussians, which had laid siege to the city of Paris from September 1870 through January 1871. The siege
ended with the surrender of the French army to the Prussians and the signing of an armistice to end the fighting
of the Franco-Prussian War.
The Paris Commune (French: La Commune de Paris, IPA: [la k?myn d? pa?i]) was a radical socialist and
revolutionary government that ruled Paris from 18 March to 28 May 1871. The Franco-Prussian War had led to
the capture of Emperor Napoleon III in September 1870, the collapse of the Second French Empire , and the
beginning of the Third Republic .
Commune of Paris, also called Paris Commune, French Commune de Paris, (1871), insurrection of Paris against
the French government from March 18 to May 28, 1871. It occurred in the wake of France’s defeat in the
Franco-German War and the collapse of Napoleon III’s Second Empire (1852–70).
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