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Health Systems Science. 1st edition, by Susan E. Skochelak, Richard E. Hawkins, Luan E. Lawson, Stephanie
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Complete coverage of the evolving field of HSS includes patient safety, quality improvement, evidence-based
medicine, value in health care, interprofessional teamwork, stewardship of health care resources, population
management, clinical informatics, care coordination, leadership, and health care financing/reform.
Medical school graduates are required to master basic science and clinical skills to deliver compassionate,
high?quality, patient?centered care.
Along with basic and clinical science, Health Systems Science (HSS) is rapidly becoming a crucial 'third pillar'
of medical science, requiring a practical, standardized curriculum with an emphasis on understanding the role of
human factors, systems engineering, leadership, and patient improvement strategies that will help transform the
future of health care and ensure greater patient safety.
According to the authors, health systems science requires that a new generation of physicians “view themselves
as part of an interprofessional care team, rather than as an independent autonomous provider,” and move away
from the physician-centric role identity of the past toward a patient-centered, systems role identity (p. 6).
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