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Andrew F. Smith traces the trajectory of hamburger history, from its humble beginnings as a nineteenth-century
street food sold by American vendors, from which it soon spread to the menus of diners and restaurants.
Hamburger book. Read 10 reviews from the world's largest community for readers. McDonald’s founder Ray
Kroc once said, “It requires a certain kind of min...
Andrew F. Smith traces the trajectory of hamburger history, from its humble beginnings as a nineteenth-century
street food sold by American vendors, from which it soon spread to the menus of diners and restaurants.
Here’s my 2014 interview with Andrew F. Smith, author of the book Hamburger: A Global History, in full.
Parts of the interview was used in this D2 story.
Hamburger: A Global History [Andrew F. Smith]. McDonald’s founder Ray Kroc once said, “It requires a
certain kind of mind to see beauty in a hamburger bun.” The hamburger has been a staple of American culture
for the last century, both a source of
Andrew F. Smith could have written about anything for "Edible," a new series of culinary history books. But
hamburgers were the obvious choice.
Andrew F. Smith teaches food studies at the New School University in New York City. He has published more
than three hundred articles on food and food history and has authored or edited seventeen books, including
Starving the South: How the North Won the Civil War and the Oxford Encyclopedia on Food and Drink in
America.
"Hamburg(h) beef" (named after the city of Hamburg, Germany, where many German immigrants boarded ship
for America) was well known in the first half of the 19th century. In the 1870s, "hamburger steak" was a
popular dish throughout America.
By the end of the decade, pop art was including the hamburger as an artistic element, appearing in the works of
Andy Warhol (Dual Hamburger), Claes Oldenburg (Floor Burger), Mel Ramos (Vinaburger, 1965), and more
recently, David LaChapelle (Death by Hamburger, 2002).
Etymology and terminology. The term hamburger originally derives from Hamburg, Germany's second-largest
city. In German, Burg means "castle", "fortified settlement" or "fortified refuge" and is a widespread component
of place names.
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